
City of York Council Committee Minutes 

MEETING STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

DATE 13 MARCH 2009 

PRESENT MRS BAINTON (INDEPENDENT MEMBER, IN THE 
CHAIR) 
COUNCILLORS HORTON (VICE-CHAIR), 
WAUDBY, HUDSON AND TAYLOR (CYC 
MEMBERS) 
MR DIXON, MR HALL AND MR WILSON 
(INDEPENDENT MEMBERS) 
COUNCILLOR MELLORS (PARISH COUNCIL 
MEMBER) 

APOLOGIES COUNCILLORS CRAWFORD AND FORSTER 
(PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS) 

 
30. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
Members were invited to declare at this point in the meeting any personal 
or prejudicial interests they might have in the business on the agenda.  No 
interests were declared. 
 
 

31. MINUTES  

 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held 

on 23 January 2009 be approved and signed by the Chair as 
a correct record. 

 
 

32. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
It was reported that there had been no registrations to speak at the 
meeting under the Council’s Public Participation Scheme. 
 
 

33. REVIEW OF WORK PLAN  

 
Members reviewed the work plan for the Standards Committee for the 
current Municipal Year. 
 
With reference to the training session on declarations of interest, which 
had been delivered to Standards Committee in advance of this meeting, it 
was noted that a date would be arranged with Member Services to deliver 
a similar session to all Members, as revised in accordance with the 
feedback received after today’s session.1 

 
With reference to the item on reviewing the profile and operation of the 
Standards Committee within the Council, the Monitoring Officer reported 



that he had met with the Council’s Audit and Risk Manager with a view to 
arranging for a wider range of relevant issues to be reported to the 
Committee in due course.  Such matters might include, for example, the 
Council’s performance in relation to the management of complaints and the 
promotion of ethical governance as part of the new Comprehensive Area 
Assessment (CAA) regime. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information provided be noted and that the 

Standards Committee’s Annual Report to Council be added 
to the work plan for consideration at the next meeting.2 

 
REASON: In the interests of organising the business of the Committee 

and to ensure that the Annual Report is agreed before 
submission to Full Council. 

 
Action Required  
1. Arrange date for Member training on declarations of 
interest  
2. Update the Standards Committee work plan   
 

 
GR  
 
GR  

 
34. REVIEW OF MEMBER / OFFICER PROTOCOL - UPDATE  

 
Members received a verbal update from the Monitoring Officer on progress 
with the review of the City of York Council’s Member / Officer Protocol. 
 
It was reported that the draft Protocol had now been amended and 
circulated for consultation to Group Leaders, Group Secretaries, Directors, 
and Trades Unions, as agreed at the last meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: That the update be noted. 
 
 

35. ANY OTHER BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR DECIDES IS URGENT 

UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - ASSESSMENTS SUB 

COMMITTEE  

 
With the permission of the Chair, the Monitoring Officer reported under this 
item the outcome of the recent meeting of the Assessments Sub 
Committee, held on 4 March to consider complaints against four Members 
of City of York Council. 
 
Decision notices in relation to these complaints would shortly be published 
on the Council’s website. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information provided by the Monitoring Officer be 

noted.  
 
 
 
C Bainton, Chair 
[The meeting started at 3.35 pm and finished at 3.45 pm]. 


